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B&B expansion 

request tabled

BY KAREN CARR KEEFE

Senior Contributing Writer

Niagara Falls is known world-

wide for its tourism industry, but 

Grand Island is developing its 

own niche in offering several bed 

and breakfast options for people 

visiting the area to see the sites 

or visit relatives nearby.

Before each B&B can be estab-

lished on Grand Island, the pro-

spective owners have to obtain 

a special use permit to coexist 

within the town’s zoning rules in 

residential neighborhoods. 

A public hearing was held at 

Tuesday’s Town Board meeting 

to consider an amendment to 

such a special use permit. Mat-

thew and Cherrish Beals want 

to go to a three-bedroom facility 

from the two-bedroom bed and 

breakfast they now operate at 121 

Amberwood Drive.

Council members voted to table 

the request for the amended per-

mit, pending review by the town’s 

Code Enforcement Department.

Two residents spoke against 

the plan to expand the B&B’s ca-

pacity in their neighborhood. 

Linda Harbison expressed con-

cerns of parking and quality of life 

since the B&B was established.

Clay Roughsedge also is 

against the expansion. He said 

that, the last time the issue of 121 

Amberwood came up at the Town 

Board, residents of two neighbor-

ing streets had gathered petition 

signatures against the B&B. 

He said, “Nobody wanted this 

thing” except for the operators 

who sought the special use per-

mit.
Roughsedge said there was “a 

big commotion about it” and he 

is thoroughly against it. He also 

cited traffi c and parking concerns 

for fellow residents of the dead-

end street that has 20 homes, not-

ing the B&B has a small driveway.

One of the B&B proprietors, 

Cherrish Beals, addressed the 

concerns brought up during the 

hearing.

“I’m sad about the frustration 

that the neighbors have felt over 

this. It’s not my intent, and I’ve 

said that before,” she said. “We’re 

really excited to be able to rent 

one more room.” 

Beals said they have been able 

to provide rooms for several fam-

ily members of Grand Island resi-

dents.

She gave as an example the col-

lege students who returned to vis-

it and stayed at the B&B because 

their parents, who lived nearby, 

just didn’t have the bedroom 

space to accommodate them.

Beals said their guests are also 

helping the Island economy dur-

ing their stay: “It’s been a great 

joy to support the wonderful busi-

nesses we have here.” She cited 

Kelly’s Country Store, the Island 

Ship Center, Dick and Jenny’s 

restaurant and other Mom and 

Pop businesses.

She added that, as business 

owners, they pay the required 

sales and occupancy taxes that 

contribute to the state and local 

economy.

Guests are required to make 

reservations in advance and have 

government-issued ID “in the 

rare event that there’s ever any is-

sues,” Beals said.

She said they haven’t had a sin-

gle negative event in the four years 

they’ve been operating the short-

term rentals. Guests describe 

their home as “immaculate.”

In one of several Airbnb re-

views, the guest wrote, “Cher-

ish and Matt made our stay ex-

tremely comfortable. Their home 

was lovely and they went above 

and beyond to make us feel wel-

comed.”

SEE BOARD, continued on Page 8

Venus Greek & Mediterranean 

opens in Tops Plaza

STORY AND PHOTOS 

BY ALICE GERARD

Senior Contributing Writer

Jack Adly and Cheryl Simon-

ick-Frailey became friends at the 

beginning of the COVID pan-

demic in 2020.

“We met through the Perri 

family, who owns Pizza Amore,” 

Simonick-Frailey said. “Jack had 

his food truck (Venus Greek & 

Mediterranean) over at the out-

door ice rink at Cornerstone 

during the beginning of the 

pandemic a couple of years ago. 

I then asked him if he would 

consider bringing his food truck 

to various Island happenings. 

We’ve stayed in contact, and he 

was looking for a location on the 

Island since early last year.”

Adly found his Island location 

in the former home of Just Pizza 

in the Tops Plaza. He had his soft 

opening on Dec. 15 and a grand 

opening Dec. 22.

Venus Greek & Mediterra-

nean had its start at the Uni-

versity Plaza on Main Street in 

Buffalo in 2010. Adly said he 

started the business with his 

parents, Juju Amirco and Mary. 

He then expanded the business 

to include the food truck and his 

restaurant on Maple Road.

Adly explained he started his 

work life with other career plans. 

“I have my master’s degree in 

criminal justice.” His career, how-

ever, went in a different direction.

“I started off working in res-

taurants when I was younger, 

and I had the passion for it, for 

cooking and stuff,” Adly said. “It 

turned out great, We had a lot of 

compliments in our fi rst year in 

business. It was great to see the 

customers coming back once, 

twice, three times. Sometimes, 

that’s in a week or in a month. 

That showed me that the food 

was pretty good. I learned a lot 

from the family. I worked in oth-

er places. I worked in pizzerias 

and in other Mediterranean plac-

es. It progressed from there.”

Adly began creating his own 

recipes, which includes the 

homemade garlic sauce that he 

adds to many of his foods. 

Jack Adly stands in front of the sig-

nature wall inside Venus Greek & 

Mediterranean’s Grand Island lo-

cation is in the Tops Plaza.

SEE VENUS, continued on Page 7
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Vote for your favorite
Soup, Stew or Chili

Everyone Who Votes Is Automatically Entered to
Win a Gift Card Prize From a Participating Restaurant!

Grab a spoon... it’s National Soup Month! As part of Niagara 
Frontier Publications’ new winter food contest, sample delicious 
dishes from our local restaurants, then nominate and vote for 
your favorite soup, stew or chili. The only requirement is that 
the nominee(s) be Western New York-based. Find complete 
rules online at www.wnypapers.com/2024-soup-contest.

Hair by Kim
716-909-4825

                Kimberly Banko   Hair Stylist
@Simply Amazed Salon   Kimbanko@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

Busy editorial department covering Erie 
and Niagara counties has an opening 

for an outside freelance writer. Position 
entails government reporting at town, 
village and/or school board meetings; 

other reporting assignments in our 
coverage areas and the preparation 
of news copy for our respective news 
products and website. Candidate must 
be dependable; have strong writing 

skills; and the ability to work and meet 
deadlines in a fast-paced environment. 

Submit a cover letter, 
resume, and writing samples to 
Josh@wnypapers.com 

       Niagara Frontier Publications
      Grand Island, NY 14072 

310 Lake Avenue
Blasdell, NY 14219
Phone: 716-828-1555

250 Two Mile Creek Road
(corner of Grand Island Blvd.)

Tonawanda, NY 14150
Phone: 716-874-3381

www.southsidetrailer.com

Lighting 7’ x 14’
V-Nose Aluminum

Enclosed Trailer

Look ST DLX
6’ x 10’ and 6’ x 12’

V-Nose Enclosed  
Trailer

Moritz
12’ and 14’

Dump Trailers

$500 OFF any 
2023 tandem 

axle trailer OR
$250 OFF any 

2023 single 
axle trailer

with this ad 
Expires 3/31/24

EMPLOYMENT

PART TIME HELP WANTED
OFFICE HELP - Part time. Com-
puter, typing, customer service, 
phone and dispatching. 24-32 
hrs/wk, $20,000-$28,000/yr. 
Call 716-297-2901, 10am-2pm 
for appointment. 

FINDS OVER $100
TOOLS/MACHINERY

GERRARD STRAPPING MA-
CHINE - Semi-automatic. Poly-
propylene. Model SA-2000. 35” x 
23”. Original manual. $500. 716-
773-3556.

FINDS UNDER $100
FREE - $100 or under - Price must be 
included in listing. One price per item  
per ad, one item, or similar items sold 
as one lot, or a quantity of similar 
items multiplied by the asking price for 
each must total $100 or less, per ad. 
Submit up to 5 ads to run for 2 weeks. 
Mail, email, or drop off, 

Include  name  &  phone  number. 
15 words or less (no phone calls) No 
cancellations - Non-commercial/private 
parties only - NFP reserves the right to 
edit all submissions.

ANTIQUES
ANTIQUE ITEMS - Mini Mesh 
Purse, Barrel of Monkeys (1966), 
Avon Geese Mug (1982). all for 
$45. 716-523-9180.

VINTAGE CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
- Big Bear, Pippi Goes on Board, 
Heidi(1954), The Treasure, Seven 
Little Mailman. all for $35/BO.  
716-523-9180.

ANTIQUE DOLL BUGGY - 
1960s by Coronet. White with 
blue hood. EC, very cute. $10. 
716-283-6012.

VINTAGE ROTARY PUSH BUT-

TON PHONE - Brown, works 
great. $5. 716-283-6012.

APPLIANCES
CHEST FREEZER - 15.7 cu ft. 
$35. 716-955-0240.

ARTS/CRAFTS/HOBBIES
WIRE FRAMES/CRAFT PROJ-
ECTS - Lot $20. 716-957-6380.

AUTOMOTIVE
FRONT CAR MATS - Univer-
sity of Miami. Brand new, never 
used. $10. 716-863-0301.

SNAP & ZAP TOWING MIR-
RORS - F150. $20. 716-754-7142.

BABY/TODDLER ITEMS
CAR SEAT TRAVEL BAGS - Pair, 
$5. 716-998-5452.

ENFAMIL GENTLEASE 0-12 
INFANT FORMULA - 5 new, 
sealed. 12.4oz. $50. 716-525-
7741.

Make Waves With Your Ad...

Catch a Great Deal

Call 716-773-7676 today to find out how to 
advertise in our Catch A Great Deal section!
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